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SIMPLE PAST VS PRESENT PERFECT  

(DESCRIBING PAST EVENT : THE USE OF ALREADY , YET , 

SINCE, AND FOR IN PRESENT PERFECT) 

 

 



Simple Past Tense 
• Simple past tense form of the verb is a simple way to 

show that an event never happened and it has been 

customary in the past. In addition, this tense is also used 

in conditional if type 2. 

 

 

 



Formula of Simple Past Tense 

• The formula for the simple past tense sentences positive, 

negative, and interrogative following example can be 

seen in the table below. 



Type of sentence Formula 
Examples of  

Simple Past Tense 

positive (+) 
S + Verb-2 (past tense) 

S + be(was/were) 

The hunter shot the bear. 

I was a stamp collector. 

negative(-) 
S + did + not + bare infinitive 

S + be(was/were) + not 

The hunter didn’t shoot the 

bear. 

I wasn’t a stamp collector. 

interogative(?) 
Did + S + bare infinitive 

be(was/were) + S 

Did the hunter shoot the 

bear? 

Was I a stamp collector? 



Function Examples of  Simple Past Tense 

Simple past tense to talk about actions that 

occur at a specific time in the past (long or 

short, single action or glow). 

[short]He closed the window. 

 

[short]Did he come on time? 

 

[short]The party was started at 10.00 a.m. 

 

[short, glow]The child run across the yard then jumped 

the fence. 

 

[long]Did you sleep enough last night? 

 

[long]I studied civil engineering for almost 4 years. 

 

Simple past tense to talk about habits in the 

past. 

I often did exercise in the gym when I lived in Bandung. 

 

When I was a senior high school student, I always got up 

at 4 am to study. 

 

Simple past tense is used in the if conditional 

type 2. 

If she studied hard, she would be pass. 

 

I would buy a sport car if I had much money. 

 



Present Perfect Tense 
• Present perfect tense is a verb form used to express an 

activity or situation that has started in the past and has 

been completed at a certain point in time in the past or 

still continues today. 



Formulas Present Perfect Tense 

Type of sentence Formula 
Examples of  

 Present Perfect Tense 

     positive (+) 
S + aux. verb(have/has) + V-

3/past participle 

I’ve arranged the meeting. 

The lost boy has been found. 

     negative (-) 
S + aux. verb(have/has) + not 

+ V-3/past participle 

I have not arranged the 

meeting. 

The lost boy hasn’t been 

found. 

     interogative(?) 
aux. verb(have/has) + S + V-

3/past participle 

Have I arranged the meeting? 

Has the lost boy been found? 



Note: 

• Have used for I, you, they, we, while has to he, she, it, and the 

third person singular. 

• Verb-3 used the Transitive and intransitive. 

• Changes in Verb-3 refers to the regular and irregular rules. 

 

 



Function 

 

Examples of  Simple Past Tense 

 

Present perfect 

tense to express 

past experience no 

matter when 

exactly happened. 

Can you recommend the most delicious seafood restaurant in this 

town? Yes, I’ve visited all of them. 

(Dapatkah kamu merekomendasikan restoran seafood paling lezat di 

kota ini? Ya, saya telah mengunjungi semuanya.) 

I’ve read this book. 

(Saya sudah membaca buku ini.) 

 

Present perfect 

tense to indicate 

changes or new 

information. 

I have cancelled my new year party plan. 

[past= I had a plan, present= I cancel it] 

(Saya telah membatalkan rencana pesta tahun baru.) 

She has improved her understanding of grammar. 

(Dia telah meningkatkan pemahamannya tentang tata bahasa.) 



Present perfect tense to 

express the activity or 

situation that started in 

the past and then 

continued to the present 

or unfinished (state). 

I have lived in Cilegon for 3 months. 

(Saya telah tinggal di Cilegon selama 3 bulan.) 

 

She has studied in French since April. 

(Saya telah sekolah di Perancis sejak bulan April.) 

Present perfect tense to 

talk about an event that 

just happened. 

I’ve just sent you an email. 

(Saya baru saja mengirimkan kamu email.) 

 

The rain’s just stopped. 

(Hujan baru saja berhenti.) 



Introduction 

 
This section will help you to understand the differences between 

the Present Perfect Tense and the Simple Past Tense. 

 Has the time period finished? 

 

Rule Example Explanation 

The present perfect is 

used when the time 

period has NOT 

finished. 

I have seen three 

moviesthis week. 

(This week has not 

finished yet.) 

The simple past is 

used when the time 

period HAS finished. 

I saw three movies last 

week. 
(Last week has finished.) 



Rule Example Explanation 

The present perfect is 

often used when 

givingrecent news. 

Martin has crashed his 

car again. 

(This is new 

information.) 

The simple past is 

used when 

giving older 

information. 

Martin crashed his car 

last year. 
(This is old information.) 

o Is it new information or old? 
 



o Is it a specific time? 

 
Rule Example Explanation 

The present perfect is 

used when the time is 

not specific. 

I have seen that movie 

already. 
(We don't know when.) 

The simple past is 

used when the time is 

clear. 

I saw that movie on 

Thursday. 
(We know exactly when.) 



Rule Example Explanation 

The present perfect is 

used with for and since, 

when theactions have 

not finished yet. 

I have lived in Victoria 

for five years. 
(I still live in Victoria.) 

The simple past is used 

with for and since, when 

theactions have already 

finished. 

I lived in Victoria for five 

years. 
(I don't live in Victoria now.) 

o Has the action finished (sentences with “for” or “since”)? 

 



Simple Past Present Perfect Simple 

irregular verbs: see 2nd column of 
irregular verbs 

Example: 

I spoke 

irregular verbs: form of 'have' + 3rd 
column of irregular verbs 

Example: 

I / you / we / they have spoken 

he / she / it has spoken 

regular verbs: infinitive + ed 

Example: 

I worked 

regular verbs: form of 'have' + infinitive + 
ed 

Example: 

I / you / we / they have worked 

he / she / it has worked 



Exceptions 

Exceptions when adding 'ed': 

 when the final letter is e, only add d 

Example: 
love – loved 
 

 after a short, stressed vowel, the final consonant is doubled 

Example: 
admit – admitted 
 

 final l is always doubled in British English (not in American English) 

Example: 
travel – travelled 
 

 after a consonant, final y becomes i (but: not after a vowel) 

Example: 
worry - worried 
but: play – played 



 Certain time in the past or just / already / yet? 

 Do you want to express that an action happened at a 

certain time in the past (even if it was just a few 

seconds ago) or that an action has just / already / not 

yet happened? 

 

Simple Past Present Perfect Simple 

certain time in the past 

Example: 

I phoned Mary 2 minutes ago. 

just / already / not yet 

Example: 

I have just phoned Mary. 



o Finished Action 

Present Perfect Simple Past Simple 

Unfinished actions that started in the past 
and continue to the present: 

 I've known Julie for ten years (and I still 
know her). 

Finished actions: 

 I knew Julie for ten years (but then she 
moved away and we lost touch). 

A finished action in someone's life (when 
the person is still alive: life experience): 

 My brother has been to Mexico three 
times. 

A finished action in someone's life (when 
the person is dead): 

 My great-grandmother went to Mexico 
three times. 

A finished action with a result in the 
present: 

 I've lost my keys! (The result is that I 
can't get into my house now). 

A finished action with no result in the 
present: 

 I lost my keys yesterday. It was terrible! 
(Now there is no result. I got new keys 
yesterday). 

With an unfinished time word (this week, 
this month, today): 

 I've seen John this week. 

With a finished time word (last week, last 
month, yesterday): 

 I saw John last week. 



 

DESCRIBING PAST EVENT : THE USE OF ALREADY , YET , 

SINCE, AND FOR IN PRESENT PERFECT 

 

 



• We use for to talk about a period of time such as 5 minutes, 2 
weeks, 6 years. 

 

• We use since to talk about a point in past time such as 9 
o'clock, 1st January, Monday. 

 

• Already refers to an action that has happened at an unspecified 
time before now. It suggests that there is no need for repetition. 

 

• Yet is used in negative statements and questions, to mean (not) 
in the period of time between before now and now, (not) up to 
and including the present.  

 

• Note: 

For and since can both be used with the past perfect. 

 Since can only be used with perfect tenses, for can also be 
used with the simple past. 

 



'For' and 'since' 

When an activity began in the past and is still going on, we use the present 

perfect tense + for/since. 

Since can only be used with perfect tenses (present perfect and past perfect 

tenses); for can also be used with the past simple tense. 

 

We use for + a period of time as an indication of how long an activity has lasted 

up to the present moment. 

Example: We have been tennis partners for three years. (NOT: We are tennis 

partners for three years.) 

 

We use since + a point in time in the past to show when in the past the activity 

began. 

Example: I have become her tennis partner since early May this year. (NOT: I 

am her tennis partner since early May this year.) 

 

Examples: 

He has lived here for five years. (he is still living here) 

He has lived here since 2000. (he is still living here) 

INCORRECT: He lived here since 2000./He lives here since 2000./He is living 

here since 2000. 

  



Already and yet 

  

Already: if something has already been done, it's done by or before now or a 

particular time. It is usually positioned in the middle (afterhave/has and before the 

main verb) or at the end of a sentence. It can also appear in questions. 

 

Example: They have already built the tallest sandcastle on the beach. 

Example: What did he say? I've forgotten already. 

Example: Have you already made a police report of the accident? 

Notice no mention of when an action took place. 

  

Yet: if something is not done yet, it is not done until now or until a particular time. 

We usually use yet at the end of a negative sentence or a question. 

Have + subject + past participle + objects + yet + ? 

Subject + have not / has not + past participle + objects + yet 

 

Example: They have not yet come. 

Example: Has the train arrived yet? 

It is possible for yet to appear in the middle of a sentence. 

Example: As yet, we've had no word from them. (OR: We've had no word from 

them as yet.) 

  



EXERCISE..... 

 

 



 Fill in the correct form of the present perfect simple as in the 
examples. 

 Dan has worked in that company for 12 years. (work) 

 Have you heard the news? (hear) 

 

1. Daniel ____ that video clip at least twenty times. (see) 

2. The workers _______ a break in 4 hours. (not have) 

3. We ___________ them regularly over the last few years. 
(visit) 

4. _______ Ella _______ her driving test yet? (pass) 

5. Roger _______ to Mexico several times since 2002.(be) 

6. They______ to each other in ages, _______ they? (not 
speak) 

7. Why _______ Mathew _______his job? (quit) 

8. ______the nurses ______ on strike again? (go) 

9. ________ they ______ the post yet? (not deliver) 

10. I _____ already_______ you the answer. (tell) 

 



Answers: 

 

1. has seen 

2. haven’t had 

3. have visited 

4. Has/passed 

5. has been 

6. haven’t spoken/have 

7. has/quit 

8. Have/gone 

9. Haven’t/delivered 

10. have/ told 

 





Thank you  
  for attetion... 

     


